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Global Poverty is Falling Faster Than 
Any Time in History

Number and Percentage of People Living Below $1.90/day

Percentage (right axis)

Number of people (left axis)

Adapted from: Radelet, Steven. The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World. Simon & Schuster, 2015. Print.



More Children Are Living
Percentage of Children Dying Before Age 5
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Adapted from: Radelet, Steven. The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World. Simon & Schuster, 2015. Print.



People are Living Longer
Life Expectancy in Developing Countries
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Adapted from: Radelet, Steven. The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World. Simon & Schuster, 2015. Print.



More People are Educated
Average years of Schooling Completed Among Adults
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Adapted from: Radelet, Steven. The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World. Simon & Schuster, 2015. Print.



Incomes are Growing
GDP per Capita, Developing Countries (1960=100, unweighted average)
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Adapted from: Radelet, Steven. The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World. Simon & Schuster, 2015. Print.



Democracy is Spreading
Total Number of Democracies, Developing Countries
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Adapted from: Radelet, Steven. The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World. Simon & Schuster, 2015. Print.



There are Far Fewer Wars
Number of Major Civil Wars in Developing Countries
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Adapted from: Radelet, Steven. The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World. Simon & Schuster, 2015. Print.



Income Growth Was Unequal …
Average Income Levels, 3 Groups of Developing Countries
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Adapted from: Radelet, Steven. The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World. Simon & Schuster, 2015. Print.



Poverty is rapidly concentrating in fragile contexts

In 2005, only 20% of the 
world’s poor lived in fragile 
states; this is projected to 
reach 50% as soon as 2018 
and up to 66% in 2030

Source: “The Final Countdown: Prospects for Ending Extreme Poverty by 2030,” Brookings Institute (2013);
OECD Fact Sheet (2013)

# OF POOR IN FRAGILE VS NON-FRAGILE STATES



Global poverty is (slowly) shifting from rural to urban areas

Source: World Bank Global Monitoring Report (2013); “Urbanization of Global Poverty,” Martin Ravallion et al (2007)

While the urban share of poor is increasing, the majority of the global poor 
will still be found rural areas for the foreseeable future

% OF POOR IN URBAN VS. RURAL AREAS

• As of 2013, most of the 
extreme poor (76%) still 
live in rural areas

• World Bank studies 
project that by 2040 50% 
of global poor will live in 
urban areas (as defined 
by the $1.25/day poverty 
line)





                                                     
                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                 

                        

 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

                
              
       

                
                 
       

                                                                                                                

                                              



Extreme poverty has fallen 
dramatically but many are 

still left behind





Effective use of technology 
can help accelerate the end 

of poverty







Stand Up

Find a Partner

Complete worksheet together 
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1000 Days: 
Supplemental 
Food to Prevent 
Stunting



“We will walk in a tight path and river is crossed 20 times but only one 

is a large river where canoe is needed to cross”

“There are places where the water is deep and the path is slippery. If 

it floods, you cannot come”

“When there is a lot of water it is blocked; it takes 2 weeks before the 

level decreases”
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Hypothesis: 

Fewer absences 

at sites that are 

more easily 

accessible
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Example 1: Fanandrana
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Long Walk Times
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Modelling Alternatives



Accommodating 

the Most 

Vulnerable
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Example 2: Ranomafana Est
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Ranomafana Est – Initial Plan
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Ranomafana Est –Refined Plan





Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zambia





Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niger





Scale

Security

Standards

Simplicity
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Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigeria
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Mosquito nets 
distributed in 

2018

13.6
MILLION



Extreme poverty 
has fallen 

dramatically but 
many are still 

left behind



Extreme poverty 
has fallen 

dramatically but 
many are still 

left behind

Effective use of 
technology can 
help accelerate 

the end of 
poverty



Let’s continue the conversation!

@SteveHellen 

stephen.hellen@crs.org


